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Course Description/Rationale/Overview





Our world is becoming increasingly fragmented in part by media that are more diverse, complex and interactive than any we have experienced before. This course will help students make sense of our changing world. The approach will be student-centred and will build on students’ existing knowledge and experience with media. Students will do some serious examination of "media texts" all the time searching for a wider and deeper understanding of media’s structures, aesthetics, messages, values and effects. There will also be an emphasis on the production of media works as “theory” is often best understood through “practice”.





Prerequisite: English 10, Academic or Applied








Student Responsibility


Besides given out and explained in class, assignments will also be posted in the Media 11 course folder found in the teacher's folder within the English Department section of the Earl Haig website (www.earlhaig.ca). Therefore, students will be expected to keep up with work even if absent. They may also seek assistance from fellow students and the teacher for all work missed due to absence and will be expected to complete missed assignments.





Department Policies


Late Assignments


Late assignments must be accompanied with a note signed by a parent or guardian stating the reason for tardiness. The note must list the due date of the assignment and the actual date of submission. If work is handed in after it has been taken up/handed back, the student may not receive a mark for it.





Missed Evaluations


Students are responsible for making arrangements, ahead of time, for any evaluative presentations/tests/quizzes that are to be missed. If a student misses an evaluation for an unforeseen reason such as illness, the student must bring a note signed by a parent or guardian and be prepared to make it up immediately upon return or at the earliest, most convenient time for the class as a whole.








Assessment Strategies


Production of media works, reflective journals, class presentations, teacher observation, in-class discussions and writing,  group work, teacher-student conferences, self-evaluation.











Achievement Categories


Because Media Studies is an elective course, evaluation is done not by strands as in regular English courses, but through the Ministry approved achievement categories:


Understanding and Interpreting Media Texts


Media and Society


The Media Industry


Producing and Reflecting on Media Texts











Evaluation 


TERM MARK BREAKDOWN


Each term will be based on:


Journal writing (including electronic blogs or wikis)


Participation in class activities and discussions


Critical analysis of “media texts” (see next page for some "texts") 


Demonstration of critical thinking skills


Creative-persuasive-informational production of media


Demonstration of active participation in group projects


Class presentations


Revising-rewriting with a focus on accuracy, brevity & clarity
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Texts








These days, “text” has come to mean more than print. In Media Studies our “texts” could be:


A novel


A film


A photograph


A song


A speech


A CD cover


A TV program


A billboard


A magazine advertisement 


A radio show


A political campaign sign


A tourist brochure�
An email


A Facebook entry


A text message


A piece of graffiti


A poem


An essay


A webpage


A blog


A cartoon


A podcast


A newspaper article


A cereal box�
�



Therefore, we will be examining multiple “texts” as the year progresses applying a questioning framework for “the texts” that attempts to get at meaning through a series of questions around: (1) the text-work itself; (2) the production values; (3) the intended audience.








Mass Media & Popular Culture – although printed in 1985 long before “digital technologies” revolutionized our lives, this textbook still provides some excellent theory and analysis on traditional media and will be used. 








Definition of media literacy


"….media literacy is a form of critical literacy. It involves anaylsis, evaluation and critical reflection. It entails the acquisition of a 'metalanguage' – that is a means of describing the forms and structures of different modes of communication; and it involves a broader understanding of the social, economic and institutional contexts of communication, and how these effect people's experiences and practices. Media literacy certainly includes the ability to use and interpret media; but it also involves a much broader analytical understanding."


(from David Buckingham's Media Education (2003), p. 38)











Learning Skills


Responsibility


Organization


Independent work


Collaboration


Initiative


Self-regulation





FINAL MARK





Year’s Work:		 	70%





Final Summative Evaluation	30%





In keeping with Ministry guidelines, the final evaluation will be comprised of a number of assignments including written, oral and media production
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