Barney’s Version
“Clara” (part 1  ch. 1 – 5)

1. Examine the narrative voice. How does Richler ensure that we believe what Barney tells us?

2. Who is Terry McIver? Describe him.

3. Cite specific examples that allude to the following motifs:

a) the idealism of the past (vs. disdain for the present)

b) the past (in terms of the longevity of friendship)

c) fathers & sons

d) guilt

4. Cite at least 3 examples of Barney’s caustic tone.

5. Explain Barney’s reference to Blair as “Doktor Hopper ne Hauptman”

6. Explain the footnotes that litter Barney’s memoirs (at the bottom of the pages)

7. Who is Hymie Mintzbaum? Explain Barney’s reaction to him (pg.23), and to the reaction of the “functionally illiterate NBC-TV executives” with whom Barney dined that night.

8. Describe Barney’s parents.
9. Who is Solange? How does Barney treat her?
10. Describe Barney’s relationship with Clara.

Ch. 6 –  16
1. Whom does Saul resemble (in temperament) that makes it easy for him to be beloved of his father?

2. Who is Sean O’Harne?
3. How does Barney remind us that he is in the early stages of Alzheimer’s?

4. What is Barney’s version of how he reacted to the poor showing at McIver’s reading in Paris (pg 80 – 82)?  What is McIver’s version of this incident (89)?

5. What do we learn about McIver from his journal entries?

6. Why did Barney leave Clara?

