Macbeth

Essay topics (choose one of the following):
You may bring to class the quotations you intend to use in the essay. You may NOT bring to class any notes about those quotations, nor an outline, nor any analysis.

1. To what degree is Macbeth responsible for his own downfall? (your thesis will  be a statement like one of these: “Macbeth is totally responsible for his own downfall,” or “Macbeth is only partially responsible for his own downfall; he was compelled by forces stronger than himself,” or “Macbeth is not at all responsible for his own downfall: he was a victim of more powerful forces than he could overcome.”)
2. The predominant feeling in Macbeth is waste. Prove that this is true, by showing how three major characters waste their potential. (establish the potential in each character, and then show how he/she wastes opportunities, talents, etc. – make sure you prove that the reader or audience senses waste from beginning to end)
3. With reference to two major images, prove that Macbeth relies on imagery to convey its major theme (please note: you will have to decide on a major theme before you launch into an argument about the imagery; then choose 2 images, and show how they help express the theme).

4. Choose either Macduff, Malcolm, or Banquo, and by comparing him to Macbeth, show that Shakespeare wants us to examine two contrasting ideals of manhood. (in other words: what is a real man? how does Shakespeare show us what he considers true manhood to be?)
You must cite at 3 – 5 references from the play, and they must be cited according to MLA format.

This is a formal essay; you cannot use contractions, informal language, or the first person pronoun.
