Lamb to the Slaughter

Plot Analysis

· Use the plot graph on the back to outline the main events of the story (5 marks).

Questions After Reading

· Answer the following questions. (2 Marks each)

1. Describe Mary maloney at the beginning of the story.  What kind of wife does she appear to be?

2. How does her behavriour change the day of the murder?

3. How can you tell that Patrick Maloney is preoccupied?

4. What news does Patrick have for Mary?

5. What clues does the writer give about how Mary feels as she hears this news?

6. Why does Mary go ahead to make supper after all?

7. What is Mary’s first concern as she builds her alibi?
8. Is Mary compltely guitly of committing this crime?  Has she gone insane or is she simply the cunning and evil woman we see at the end of the story?
9. Is the narrator Omniscient, or is the story told from a particular point of view?  Find examples in the text that reveals the narrative points of view.  What impact do you think the point of view has had of the story?   How would the story be different if it was told from a different point of view?

10. Identify one exaple of Irony in the story.  How is it created and how does the irony affect the tone of the story?

