How to Check the Reliability of a Scholarly Article

- Check reliability of journal.  The easiest way to search for a social science journal on the net is to use a search engine like PSYCLINE at:  http://www.psycline.org/ .   Enter the name of the journal in the top search box or use the bottom alpha browse box.  It will give you the relevant URL.  Search this page for the "masthead."  

· Find the editors – are they reputable?  
· Publishers - reputable?
· The history of the journal – new or well-established?  Reputation? 

·  Objectives?  Policies? 

·  Manuscript submission guides – how rigorous?  
Other journals and sources quoted in your article may also be searched on PSYCLINE.  If nothing turns up, do a search using "Google."  Make sure you find the official homepage of the journal.  Check the domains in the URL carefully.

- Check author's background.  Enter author's name in quotation marks into Google.  If you get too many irrelevant results, add the field of research or the university/institute, if known.  Look for a resume or curriculum vitae.  These terms could be used in Google along with the surname.  If you find a personal page, be sure you check the university or institute page to make sure the author is officially listed as faculty or director, etc.  Look for an official domain in the URL.  You will want to check the author’s
· Education and degrees – from well-known institutions?

· Experience & present job – how relevant to your article?

· Publications – how many?  What fields?

· Topic of publications – is the subject of your article the author’s main focus or is it of minor interest to the author?

· Does author qualify as an expert in field?  Awards?

TIP:  In a Gale database, go to the end of your article and look for info on the author(s) before you start the above process.     

