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CHOOSING SOURCES FOR RESEARCH IN ANCIENT HISTORY
  Using Online Tools - Search Strategies

· Avoid long search phrases – no more than 2 word phrases

· Use advanced search to combine search words and to search specific fields (title, subject)

· Work with a variety of words: synonyms, related terms, truncated forms of words (cloth* = clothes, clothing) 
· If a specific search doesn’t work, try general terms (e.g. sword, weapons, arms, army, military)

· Good researchers are persistent - be creative search for multiple terms

· Use Edit Menu – “find” command to locate a keyword on a results page

· To combine terms in a “basic search” mode use AND e.g. samurai AND sword
Finding Print Sources Online
· Access print resources in the Earl Haig Library using the online catalogue (access from school only)

     http://ipac.tdsb.on.ca:83/ipac20/ipac.jsp?profile=0430#focus
· Find print sources in the Toronto Public Library using their online catalogue 
    http://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/books-video-music/books/
     or by browsing the shelves (932 Dewey)
Using Online Databases – Encyclopedias, Periodicals, e-Books
     Usernames and Passwords are in your Agenda

Access Online Resources from the Library Web Site via
 http://www.earlhaig.ca/library    OR   http://www.tdsb.on.ca/libraries/cat.asp?schoolNo=3430
· Encyclopedia Britannica Online
· Expanded Academic ASAP
· Gale Virtual Reference Library 
· Try Arts, History, and Religion
Free Web Search Suggestions 

1. Specialized Subject Directories
· Intute: arts and humanities (formerly HUMBUL)   – created by a network of UK universities to provide access to a searchable database of the best Web resources for education and research. Gives detailed descriptions (annotations) of all resources
http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/
2. Meta Search Engines
· Clusty - organizes sites found using Google into broad categories, can focus and speed up your search)

      http://clusty.com/
3.  Google Search tips:
· use the + symbol to narrow your search, when placed immediately before a word (e.g. theatre +history) it will only show results including this word
· ~Japan will look for variations of the word such as “Japanese”
· Use advanced search (click to right of google search box to access it)
· site:edu will restrict your search to American college/university web sites
· library site:www.earlhaig.ca – will search for the word “library” within that specific web site

Use Advanced Search


to get the best results











