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Jazz History Research 

Step 1 - Understanding the Assignment

Use this planner from Research Success@Your Library to organize your work. Remember to check more than one box under Format, Purpose, and Details if your assignment requires it.
	Written
	Oral
	Audiovisual/Multimedia

	· brochure

· dramatic script

· essay 


· news article

· newsletter

· report 
 

· 
	· debate

· interview

· panel  discussion

· presentation

· role-playing

· seminar

· 
	· computer product

· dance

· diagram

· display 

· illustration

· poster

· 
	· scrapbook

· slideshow

· tableau

· television show

· video

· website

· 


Tip: To stay organized, use a research folder to store your assignment, notes, printouts etc.

	Describe
	Explain
	Persuade
	Argue

	· state facts

· retell a story

· outline ideas

· summarize findings
	· comment on format 

· analyze information

· investigate concepts

· compare perspectives
	· move an audience to change

· debate an issue

· defend a position

· justify a decision
	· prove a hypothesis 

· predict possibilities 

· solve a problem

· evaluate worth

	Audience
	Working Arrangements
	Evaluation
	Role or Point
of View 
	Length

	· peers in class

· students in school  

· teacher      

· children  

· community   

· 
	· individually

· pairs

· group

· whole class

· 
	· rubric

· checklist

· rating scale

· anecdotal

· 
	· 
	· 


	KEY STEPS
	Topic Selection
	List of Resources
	Research

Notes
	Outline
	First Draft
	Final Product

	DATES
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Focus your research with a statement of purpose (adapted from Booth, 2003)

	I am researching _____________________________________________________________________ 

because I want to find out ______________________________________________________________ 

in order to help my audience understand __________________________________________________.

EXAMPLE:     I am researching Jelly Roll Morton ___ 
because I want to find out if it is true that he invented jazz in 1902 at the age of 12 and how he came to do in order to (help my audience) understand how he contributed to the development of jazz music.


TIP:  Spend time up front developing questions to direct and shape the rest of your research. Don’t rush from getting your topic to creating a “data dump” with all kinds of irrelevant information.

Step 2 – Finding Information Good research = using a variety of sources
The most common site used by students is Wikipedia. This should not be your only source. 

Online Database Resources (use the EarlHaig library web site to access)

Go to http://www.earlhaig.ca/library  -- right navigation bar -- “Alphabetical List of Subscription Services”:


1. Grove Music Online 
· Written by subject experts

· excerpts from music scores
· Style, contributions, significance

· High level resource

2. Naxos Music Library (be patient slow to load) 

· wide range of recordings, especially for older musicians
· composers, lyricists, arrangers and musicians on specific recordings
· includes recordings not available on YouTube  
Web Sites  
NPR (National Public Radio) “Jazz & Blues”. NPR Website.

· numerous profiles of musicians, including audio clips

http://www.npr.org/templates/artist/artist_index.php?filter=A
PBS. Jazz a film by Ken Burns.- biographies, jazz history, eras
· View the list of Top 100 Jazz Musicians
· Gives information on life during a musician’s lifetime
· Includes audio clips of many jazz performers (RealPlayer), and extensive biographies. http://www.pbs.org/jazz/index.htm
University of Rutgers. “Jazz.” Subject Research Guides. 

List of links to sites for musicians, bands, orchestras and digital exhibits/archives.

http://libguides.rutgers.edu/jazz
University of Rutgers. Institute of Jazz Studies 

Digital exhibits, including audio clips of a select group of jazz greats

http://newarkwww.rutgers.edu/IJS/index1.html
 
Jazz.com.  Encyclopedia of Jazz Musicians. 

Brief biographies of an extensive list of jazz musicians, dead and living
http://www.jazz.com/encyclopedia/



Books & Music CDs – 
Looking for a

· book? check the library catalogue & the cart of books reserved for your class
· music CD
· EHSS Library catalogue at school
· Toronto Public Library catalogue online (music can be requested and sent to a branch near you at no charge)
Step 3  & 4 – Recording Information, & Creating the Final Product

Keep track of your sources and to create a works cited list (bibliography) register for your own account at Easybib. http://www.easybib.com
Plan your presentation to be sure it has a logical flow with relevant information, sound and images

· EHSS Library online -- Research Help” – Presentations

· storyboard, sample storyboard for PowerPoint presentation with script & rubric

· Consider using Prezi – http://www.prezi.com
· an online presentation tool that allows you to work together on the same file
.











see your agenda, for user names and passwords












