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June 2018 Principal’s Message 

Renata Gonsalves 

It is hard to believe that another school year has come to an end. Students and staff have 

once again worked hard to ensure another outstanding year in Academics, Athletics and the 

Arts. As you read through this newsletter you will see a snapshot of the many wonderful 

events and accomplishments that have taken place this year. These events and 

accomplishments would not have been possible without the support and hard work of our 

staff and our talented and bright Earl Haig students. I would like to extend my 

congratulations to our staff and students for another wonderful year.  

 

If your child wrote the literacy test this year then included in this mailing is your child’s 

EQAO literacy results. The form is entitled “Individual Student Report EQAO”. Please refer 

to this form for your individual student results. I am happy to announce that our results for 

this year are excellent with over 91% of our students well above the Provincial standard. 

Congratulations to all of our students. 

 

This newsletter also provides us with an opportunity to wish some of our staff farewell. We 

extend our congratulations to Mr. Wong, our math teacher, and Ms. Darling, our office 

assistant who will both be retiring this year. We wish them the very best and thank them 

for their contributions to our school and community. 

 

Earl Haig has been very fortunate in the past to have the support of a wonderful School 

Council and the strong leadership of our School Council chairs. I would like to acknowledge 

our 2017-2018 School Council executive for all their efforts and support. I would especially 

like to thank Susan Kenny and Phi Than, our School Council co-chairs for all their 

leadership, assistance and commitment to our school. We appreciate everything you have 

done over the year. Your support is much appreciated. 

 

I am also happy to announce that our field will be undergoing some major repairs 

beginning at the end of June. We are looking forward to a re-conditioned field in 

September.  

 

Finally, I would like to express my best wishes to our graduates and say that we look 

forward to seeing many of you at our Earl Haig Homecoming on October 4, 2018 at 1:30 

in Wavy Hall. I would also like to wish our returning staff and students a safe and restful 

summer and say that I look forward to seeing you all in September. 
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Math Department   by L. Wun 

This year in Math… 

Students may have noticed a new trend sweeping the math 

department verticalizing the classroom! Studies have shown 
that students are more engaged when their environment is 

more collaborative with random groupings and students can 

work on vertical, non-permanent surfaces. Math teachers are 
trying it out with great results!  

 

This year, we sent two teams to compete in a math team 

competition against other TDSB schools.  

          

Congratulations to Team Denominators for placing second 

overall! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Denominators: (Left – Right)  

Rishabh Garikiparithi, Cynthia Deng, Isaac Liao, Eric Xu, Bill Chen, Vicky Zhang 
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Math Department continued…... 

Honourable mentions to Team “We are Irrational”, which consisted of our Junior members and hold the potential 
for success in the future. 

 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the top scorers in the individual contests this year: 

 

Grade 9:  Pascal – Eugene Zhang 

  Fryer – Eugene Zhang 

Grade 10: Galois – Jason Wei 

  Cayley – Ali Aghamohammadi, Albert Chan, Rayton Lin 

Grade 11: Fermat – Bill Chen 

  Hypatia – Bill Chen 

Mixed Grades: CIMC (9/10) – Bill Chen 

CSMC (11/12) – Rudy Li 

CNML – Rudy Li 

COMC – Soroush Khoubyarian   

Euclid – Soroush Khoubyarian, Hayley Han 

 

 

Best of luck to our graduates and we hope to see the rest of you participating next year! 

Team “We are Irrational” (Left – Right)  

Rishabh Garikiparithi, Cynthia Deng, Isaac Liao, Eric Xu, Bill Chen, Vicky Zhang 
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The Earl Haig Library Commons   

by M. Kopyto 

The Earl Haig Library Commons continues to be a 

busy place.  We provide an opportunity for students 
success through the instruction of a framework of 

broad based literacy and inquiry tasks. We continue 

to work collaboratively with classroom teachers to 
develop and plan projects and lessons with an 

emphasis on developing critical thinking and research 
related skills. Our library is a collaborative physical 

and virtual space that supports inquiry and research. 

We continue to integrate technology to support the 
ethical use of information and promote higher order 

thinking. Over the year, students from every grade 
had the opportunity to work with teacher-librarians to 

gain the benefits of our library program. This year our 
library continues to implement the  Research Skills 

Continuum–a program of research strategies divided 

by subject and grade level.   
 

All students  continue to have access to their TDSB 
Google Drive and digital subscription  resources 

throughout the summer.  Students access resources 

through www.earlhaig.ca/library and continue 
may use their google account  over the summer to 

create, share, and work on documents, presentations, 
and and other online tools. 

 

In May, the White Pine Reading Club travelled to 
Harbourfront to hear award winning Canadian authors 

speak passionately about  their books and the writing 
process. Next year, join the White Pine Reading Club 

and you can meet the winning author. 
 

Lastly, the teacher-librarians  would like to extend a 

heartfelt thanks to all of our student 
volunteers.  Without their dedication and hard work, 

maintaining the library as a centre for learning would 
not be possible. Have a safe, and relaxing summer 

break. 
 

Student Success  by G. Priestley 

 

We have had another successful year in the Student 

Success department. We continue to make credit 
recovery a priority as well as provide academic 

mentorship and support through our very busy 

learning strategies courses. I encourage all students 
and their families to take a look at our department 

page on the school website and explore the website 
called Teen Health and Wellness. It is a wonderful 

resource with important discussion points and helpful 
supports on a wide range of topics that promote 

success in all aspects of teen life. On behalf of the 

Student Success department, I would like to thank 
staff, York faculty student teachers and Earl Haig 

students for working so hard towards a common goal 
and ensuring success for all. 
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Business Department  by M. Canzi 

The Business Department has had another eventful year.  Our DECA Business Club excelled at the provincial     
championships winning eighteen Top 15 medals and four Top 5 plaques.  In April, eleven of our DECA students 

travelled to Atlanta, Georgia as part of the 650-student DECA Ontario team.  In Atlanta, they competed in the DECA 
ICDC competition - basically a 19,000 student North American championship- during which students complete   

written tests as well as perform case study analysis and solution presentation to judges (either individually or in 
pairs) or else prepare and present marketing or entrepreneurial plans.  DECA competitions always provide an     

exceptional experiential learning opportunity for our students as they tackle real world scenarios and apply their 

business, communication and critical thinking skills.  Students compete in various categories against between 150 to 
200 of the top DECA competitors from across the U.S. and Ontario.  In a strong performance for our club, Ivy Deng 

placed Top 20 overall in her restaurant and food service management competition category, while Vyoma Fadia 
brought home the hardware with a 2nd place overall trophy in her hospitality competition category.  And for the  

second year in a row, Vyoma successfully procured one of only eight student executive positions with DECA Ontario 

for next year.  These executives run the 14,000 student member DECA Ontario organization from a student       
perspective.  Congratulations all club members on a fantastic year! 

 

In keeping with providing varied learning opportunities for our students, we offered our students many              

opportunities this year to apply their knowledge in activities such as the DECA Business club, the Junior       
Achievement Company Program, and the Women in Capital Markets event on Bay Street.  We brought in guest 

speakers from varied industries, including the Chartered Professional Accountants (CPA) and Royal Bank of Canada, 

promoted  financial literacy through the Funny Money program, and took field trips such as a marketing and                      
entrepreneurship-focused field trip to the Eaton Centre in downtown Toronto. 

 

We also sponsored our school’s new TILE Talks club.  TILE Talks is a worldwide network of independent            

student-run chapters hosting free, accessible conversations with fascinating people. The club hopes to inspire the 

use of innovation, leadership, and entrepreneurship as we host individuals who positively reflect ethical and 
thoughtful behavior.  This year we featured presentations by: Ann Kaplan, CEO and President of  I-Finance Canada; 

Michael Adams, President and co-founder of Environics; and Bruce Poon Tip, founder of adventure travel company 
G Adventures.  We look forward to hosting new leaders for presentations next year. 

 

The department would like to thank our students for another great year and we welcome seeing you all in class 
again next year! 
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Science Department   by M. Caruana 

 
As the school year comes to an end we reflect on what a busy year it has been in the Science 

Department.  
 

The Grade 9 Science Fair took place on May 2, 2018, with over 100 students representing their grade 

9 science classes. Thanks to our community science fair judges who gave up their time to evaluate 
the projects and all the grade 9 students that participated.  They did an amazing job! Congratulations 

to the winners: 
 

Teachers Choice: Frederica Trenev and Myameen Abedi  for "Does light affect the hatch rate of 
brine shrimp?" 

 

Bronze Medal: Vallen Lin, Sahil Mehta and Evan Weissberger for "A Shocking Current Science 
Experiment Conducted In A Way You Can't Resist" 

 
Silver Medal: Mackenzie Campbell, Meghan Tsui and Brianna Watier for "Moisturizing Shampoo" 

 

Gold Medal: Yufei Quan and Michael Ye for "Frequency of Sound vs. Vibration" 
 

The grade 9 enriched students competed in the NSERC Little Inventors Design Challenge for Space 
Exploration.  Results are pending on which design will be selected to build prototypes by partner 

professionals. All the grade 9s went to the Toronto Zoo to start their unit on Ecology on May 3 and 

4.  It was a bit rainy but the students all had a great time. 
 

Grade 10 science welcomed guest speakers from SciHigh to perform DNA extractions for their biology 
unit in the spring. They also travelled to the Science Centre for a grade ten light and optics workshop. 

 
The Biology department has been anything but quiet these last few months. In October, several 

classes of Biology students participated in the Genetics Update Conference where they engaged in 

lectures and discussions on research in genetics and future prospects. At the end of April, several 
students in multiple grades competed in the International Biology Olympiad with Jacky Lee placing in 

the top 1% of competitors, while other Biology students competed in Canada’s largest health science 
competition hosted by HOSA. The grade 12 Biology students conducted an analysis of their own DNA 

using biotechnology equipment such as micropipettes, PCR and electrophoresis, during a full-day 

workshop at the Ontario Science Centre. 
 

The Physics department filled the halls this year 
with a number of activities including the Energy 

Cart Project for the grade 11 physics students, 
who spent an entire week measuring and testing 

the carts they designed and built. The halls were 

littered with used ticker tape as hundreds of 
students collected data for their reports. The 

grade 12 physics students built catapults this year 
and tested them in the classrooms and halls 

making it unofficially “Physics Week” at Earl Haig. 

The grade 12 project culminated with all 210 
students participating in a catapult contest in the 

large gym. As is our tradition every year the Physics department also held our Pasta Bridge Building 
Contest in the winter with over 50 bridges being destroyed in the name of learning.  

 
 

 

Physics Bridge Building Contest  
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Science Department Continued……. 
 
The Physics department is proud to announce that our physics tutorial videos, which number over 220 and cover the 

entire grade 11 and 12 physics course as well as the units in grade 9 and 10 science, have reached over 7 million 
views and 36,000 subscribers. Videos of our tutorials, activities, contests and projects can be found at physicshelp.ca 

or thephysicsguys.com 

 
The grade 11 chemistry teachers participated in chemistry career project presentations.  They also conducted lab 

practical summatives where they had to do individual labs.  About 60 students wrote the UW Chemistry contest in 

May, results are still pending.  This is the first year that the University of Waterloo has gone to an on-line platform. 
 

The Grade 12 Chemistry Students attended the University of Toronto Laureate Lectures on May 10.  At the lectures, 
students listened to 4 professors talk about their research at U of T in the fields of nanotechnology, spectroscopy, 

enzyme inhibition and quantum chemistry.  As well, some students won awards for their U of T Chemistry essay.  All 
grade 12 chemistry students were required to write the essay. 

   

The students recognized were:  
 

Lucas Kim, 2nd place in I. Nanomaterials 
Joseph Choy, 2nd place in II. Lasers 

Lisa Storey, 3rd place in I. Nanomaterials 

Tristan Winfield-Hicks, 3rd place in IV. Scientists 
Ethan Loane, 3rd place in IV. Scientists 

Angela Yuan, honorable mention in I. Nanomaterials 
Jasmine Lee, honorable mention in II. Lasers 

Anji Zhang - 3rd place for topic 3 (transition metals) 
 

These students were invited to lunch with the laureates and an 

opportunity to tour the research facilities. 
About 20 Grade 12 Chemistry students wrote the CHEM13 UW 

Chemistry exam also in May.  Results are still pending. 
Finally at the end of May we had our awards assembly and the winners were as follows: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Congratulations to all the winners. 
We look forward to another exciting year.  Have a wonderful and safe summer!  

 

Course Grade 9 Grade 10 

Academic Science Anthea Li Fieruz Mobarak 

Enriched Science Sahil Mehta Robert Ta 

Applied Science Sadira Gilbert Isa Yang 

Locally Developed Science Emerson Wong Henry Huang 

ESL Science (Academic) Toby Luk Athena Asgarian 

Course Grade 11 Grade 12 

Biology (University) Raewyn Tsai Jacky Lee 

Chemistry (University) Truman Jian Catherine Chen 

Chemistry (College) NA William Han 

Physics (University) Isaac Liao Soroush Khoubyarian 
Tony Xu 

Earth and Space Science NA Nathaniel Chan 

U of T Laureate Lectures Essay Winners, May 11, 2018  
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MODERNS DEPARTMENT by S. Rosvelti 

 

We are excited to report that we have had a very busy and productive year in the Moderns Department 

both inside our classrooms and outside.  In our French classes, we celebrated La Francophonie.       
Students learned about exciting cultures who share a love of the French language in Africa, Asia,     

Europe and right here in Canada; they created cooking shows and shared culinary delicacies with their 

classmates; they created advertisements for various festivals; and they talked about it all in passionate 
conversations.  Outside the classroom, our grade ten students created their own mini-movies at the 

Lightbox Theatre; our grade eleven students saw the release of the movie Les Enfants de la Chance 
and our grade twelve students were treated to two theatre performances at UofT: Molière’s play that 

we had previously studied in class, Les Fourberies de Scapin,  and Renard’s  Huit Jours à la Campagne.  

A finite number of grade 11 students attended workshops sponsored by French for the Future and    
experienced firsthand the many benefits of studying and pursuing careers in French.  In addition, six of 

our students participated in this year’s Provincial Concours d’Art Oratoire.  Émilie Varga won 1st place in 
the Junior Formal Category and Jasper Jian was 2nd in the Senior Impromptu Category.  

 

The Grade 10 Japanese students' world view was rocked as we learned that rabbits are birds, buses can 

be alive, and that green is blue. Grade 11 Japanese took a break but will be back in September 2018! 

The Grade 12 class worked on being super-humble and ultra-respectful, while counting the clouds and 
naming them. 

 

Last but not least, in Grade 12 Classical Civilization, students studied ancient Greek and Roman culture, 

history, literature, religion, mythology, art, and architecture. Students also received rudiments of Greek 

and Latin languages. Through this scholastic journey, they discovered the roots of western culture and 
language. 

 

Dining à la Française 
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FILM ARTS  By M. Parisella 

The End. Fin. 

The Film Arts Gala, at the HotDocs Ted Rogers Cinema 

put an end to a very successful school year within the 
Film Arts Program, as students showcased their work on 

the big screen and it was absolutely exhilarating! The 

graduating class will remember this experience for years 
to come, while the junior grades can look forward to 

creating next year’s great stories to captivate an       
audience!  

 

Film Arts students received many industry accolades this 

year for their outstanding work that challenged viewers 

with ideas that played on human emotions, imagination 
and insights. Our students were the winners of the 

“TIFF Next Wave 24-hour Film Challenge” for their 
film Career Crisis!,  and we also took top prize for Best Fiction at this year's “TIFF Next Wave Jump Cuts Young 

Filmmakers Showcase” for Cold Feet. We were also big winners at the “ZOOM Student Film Festival” for Cold 
Feet, I Feel and Tin and Bone. A significant recognition and congratulations to all! 

 

It has been phenomenal year. A special thanks to all The Film Arts Council members for making this year a real   
success by introducing new initiatives such as Film Junkies, Film Arts Mentorship and Film Arts Actors’ Association to 

name a few. 

All students have challenged themselves, pushed boundaries and explored new skills and techniques. Our         
graduating Film Arts class of 2018 showed tremendous rigour and determination over the last 4 years and the    

results have proved themselves. We wish them an amazing future.  

 

I would like to thank Mr. Davis, Mr. Harkness and Mr. Singer for their passion 
and knowledge they bring to the program every day. The department looks 

forward to an exciting, new curriculum, and Film Arts groups in store for the 

next school year! On behalf of the entire Film Arts Department, we wish you 
all a safe and wonderful summer and we can’t wait to see you all in          

September to kick off some new stories! 

2018 Graduating Class, Final Bow, June 5th, 2018 at HotDocs  
Ted Rogers Cinema 

Storyboard for Grade 12 Final Film,  
“The Drop-Off” 

Grade 9, TIFF Film in a Day Workshop 
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ATHLETIC COUNCIL by Goli Omid 

 
The Athletic Banquet, Buyouts, Haig Wear, and 

Whack Your EHAC are few of the many prosperous 
events EHAC hosted this year to create an engaging 

environment in school, bringing athletes and       

non-athletes together in celebration of sports. The 
president of EHAC, Vanessa Tyl, assembled a team 

of members to organize fundraisers year-round to 
host the annual highly-anticipated Athletic Banquet. 

The casino themed banquet entertained over 400 
students, including Female and Male Athletes of the 

Year, (Rosalind Cho & Fahad Ahmed), during a night 

filled with awards, dinner, and dancing. EHAC 
worked tirelessly throughout the school year with diligent supervision from Mr. Mantziouras and        

Mr. Brown. The extensive participation of student athletes made all the events extremely successful. 
These beloved school functions continue to be held thanks to the athletes at Earl Haig who are eager to 

celebrate sports every year. 

 
This year, those student athletes actively brought fortune and success to Haig State. The boys’  

Indoor soccer team persistently excels as they   
celebrate yet another North Region championship 

this year, with the winning penalty scored by  

Dimitri Tsampiras. The team is coached by Mr. M 
and Mr. Z, who also took many aspiring players 

from the team to Spain to play on the Real     
Madrid Training Facility. The swim team, coached 

by Mr. Brown, continues to dominate the North   
Region and Cities, in addition to representing Earl 

Haig at OFSAA, with star swimmers like Rony 

Galperin and Claudio Lamonaca. Another       
team, Cross Country, had a great outing at     

OFSAA this past fall. A bright future of elite         
female athletes at Earl Haig remains promising.  

 

The girls outdoor soccer team, coached by Ms. 
Lue and lead by senior players including Nadine El Rakaiby, 

reached finals this year. Mr. Morin’s field hockey team   
prevailed to Cities for the third year in a row. Juniors are 

also showcasing their aid in Haig State championships by     
winning Regionals in girls basketball and reaching City 

Semi Finals in girls volleyball. Earl Haig’s always-propitious 

senior co-ed ultimate frisbee team won Regionals and will 
be playing for City Championships this week. The future 

looks brighter and brighter for EHSS athletics due to the 
skyrocketing number of teams winning the North Region 

and consecutively making it to Cities every year. 

 
On behalf of EHAC and the rest of the athletes at 

Earl Haig, we would like to thank the coaches for dedicating personal time and passionately working 
every season to highlight the high school lives of students participating in sports each year.  
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT by D. Pady 

 

The Music Department had a fantastic 
year filled with many accomplishments 
by our Claude Watson and Elective 
students. 
 

Our first music-focused presentation, 
Music Showcase, was an enjoyable late 
fall event combining the efforts of most 
of our extra-curricular ensembles.  From 
here, our students ventured out to 
various festivals, including the Kiwanis 
Music Festival of Greater Toronto and 
the Ontario Strings Association 
Orchestra Festival.  Our students 
represented the school beautifully, 
receiving praise for their performances 
and professional attitude on stage. 
Through Piano Night, Choral Night, 
Elective Night, Symphonic Night and Jazz 
Night, our students once again 
impressed their audiences with their 
talent and growth throughout the year. 
 

In addition to these main events of the year, our department was fortunate to experience numerous enrichment 
opportunities, such as field trips to performances by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, Opera Atelier and Esprit 

Orchestra. Guest artists that supported our students 
this year in performance and composition endeavours 
included the Amici Ensemble, the Gryphon Trio, Esprit 
Orchestra, the Odin Quartet, VC2 cello duo, Pavel 
Markelov, Bradley Christensen, Jenny Crober, Helen 
Becque and Jarred Dunn.  We are so lucky to have such 
strong community support and enthusiasm for working 
with our students. Community outreach was also a 
focus this year for some classes, who took their 
performances to local senior homes and for community 
events, and coaching skills to some of our feeder 
schools. 
 

Congratulations to all of our students who worked so 
hard to make this such a wonderful year. We look 
forward to many other exciting adventures coming up 
in the 2018/19 school year. 

 

Earl Haig Singers and students from Cardinal Carter Academy at the #TorontoStrong Vigil 

Earl Haig Senior Quartet with the Odin Quartet 
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GRITALY 2018  by P. Koutroubis 

This past March, 26 lucky students had an unforgettable experience touring Greece and Italy for almost 2 weeks.  The 
Acropolis, a day cruise to the Greek Islands, Delphi, the Temple of Poseidon and Marianna, our effervescent guide, 

made our Greek experience go beyond our expectations. We witnessed the grandeur of St. Peter’s Basilica and the 
Roman Forum, climbed down the famous San Callisto Catacombs in Rome, visited the iconic Leaning Tower in Pisa, 

biked on medieval walls in Lucca, climbed the famous gothic duomo designed by Brunelleschi in Florence, marvelled at 

the masterpieces by Leonardo, Michelangelo, Botticelli, Raphael, Caravaggio and dozens of other luminaries, feasted 
on gelato, pasta, pizza and shopped to our heart’s content in the Florentine markets.  Beyond the sites and sounds, 

our students also had the opportunity to forge new relationships and strengthen old ones.  They became more       
independent and discovered personal traits and abilities they never thought they had.  Following in their footsteps, 

another group of students are now gearing up for our 2018-2019 trip. Applications are available in room 328.  

To learn and see more, please visit the Gritaly website at  

http://greeceitaly.earlhaig.ca/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Leaning Tower of Pisa, Italy 

Temple of Poseidon, Cape Sounion, Greece 

http://greeceitaly.earlhaig.ca/
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SOCIAL SCIENCE  by B. Clarke 

 

Grade 11 Law Field Trip 

On Friday April 27, 2018 all three of our grade eleven law 

classes had the opportunity to take a full day and visit the 

courts downtown at Old City Hall on Queen Street, and the 

Superior Courts at 361 University Avenue. The day’s activities 

included a question and answer period with a sitting Superior 

Court justice who took the time out of her busy schedule to 

inform our students what it is like to practice law in Ontario.  

Also on the schedule were visits to several courtrooms where 

the students were exposed to ongoing actual trials, bail 

hearings and in one case a sentencing!  This day generated a 

lot of discussion later in class and added an element of the 

real world to what they are studying in their classrooms.  All 

in all, this was an excellent and worthwhile excursion away 

from Earl Haig. 

 

Visit to the Infinity Mirrors Exhibit 
 

This past spring, Mr. Winn’s HSP3C class won a trip to the sold-out Yayoi Kusama: Infinity Mirrors exhibit at the 

Art Gallery of Ontario. In groups of 2-3, they entered single-garage sized rooms with mirrors on all the walls 
and ceiling. To the students, each space was a surreal landscape that inspired feelings similar to floating, 

swimming or virtual reality.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 

 

Law students in front of the Old City Hall Courts 

A mirrored room 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT  by M. Webster 

 

2018 has, thus far, been a rich year of 

building departmental traditions that 
celebrate student voice. 

 

Congratulations to Mitsy Nguchi Jacqueline 
Mackenzie, and Michael Samoilov, who won 

the 2018 Toronto-Regional-Recitation 
Award from Poetry in Voice. Michael 

became our school’s Poetry-in-Voice 

champion on January 11th when poetic 
champs from ten different English classes 

duked it out in our fifth-annual recital 
competition. 

 

On April 26th, the English Department celebrated its best writers at the 33rd annual Pierre Berton 
Writing Contest. Canadian author Carolyn Abraham, who has been shortlisted for the Governor 

General’s Award for Genius: The Bizarre Odyssey of Einstein's Brain   and The Juggler's Children: A 
Journey into Family, Legend and the Genes that Bind Us was the adjudicator who selected Michael 

Samiolov as the Senior Writer of the Year and Katrina Tong as the Junior Writer of the Year. The 
ceremony lauded the efforts of thirty-three other winners and finalists, all of whom received a beautiful 

Kendra-Lee anthology. 

 

For the fourth year in a row, Ms. Schwartz’s grade twelve Writers’ Craft classes dominated the TDSB 

Slam Poetry scene. Daniel Goldman took first place in the school championship on March 1st.  

 

On March 6th we hosted the 13th-annual Reel Canada Film Festival. The films Hyena Road by Paul 

Gross, and Breakaway, by Robert Lieberman were screened. Thanks to Frances Lue for organizing and 
hosting this opportunity to showcase Canadian film. Earl Haig has the longest-standing relationship 

with the Reel Canada Film Festival, but this year the curtains fell as the busy EHSS schedule demands 
more an in-class focus. 

 

Finally, best wishes to all our graduating grade 

12 English students who are going to college 

and university prepared and confident: Carpe 
Diem! 

Poetry in Voice Champions with Marshall McLuhan 

Katrina Tong, the Junior Writer of the Year 
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Drama Department by L. Nienhuis 

 

It has once again been a busy and 

successful year in the Drama department. 

The students and studios have been 

bustling with activity.  

Some highlights of the year have been our 

school show production of the musical 

Urinetown . The show was directed by 

Mrs. Nienhuis and Ms. Krekeler with 

musical direction by Ms. Taylor,             

Mr. McGregor and Mr. Kettle, the show was 

designed by Mr. Harkness and produced by 

Ms. Lue. The students did everything else 

and were a wonderfully strong cast and 

crew. 

The One Act play festival was particularly strong this year as it featured some wonderful student 

writing, acting, directing, producing and more! 

Grade 12 Drama major, Eric Venis wrote a very strong play called, Choice for the NTS Ontario drama 

festival. The group won awards of excellence in playwriting, directing and acting. 

The Drama students were lucky to work with visiting artists, Dean Gabourie formally from the Stratford 

festival who conducted wonderful workshops on Shakespeare, Noam Markus taught mime and 

Commedia Del’Arte, Simone Malbogot from Mixed Company and Norbert Abrams from the 

NobleCaplanAbrams agency.   

The Grade 10 Drama Majors treated their audience to a powerful production of Macbeth.  The Grade 

11 Drama Majors did a wonderful job with their lunch time theatre performances of scenes from 

Theatre of the Absurd and Realism. The Grade 9 Majors received glowing reviews for their production 

of  The Burial at Thebes  by Seamus Heaney. The Grade 12 Majors production of Almost, Maine  by 

John Cariani at the Helen Phelan Gardiner Theatre was a wonderful completion to the 2017/2018 school 

year. 

On behalf of all of the Drama department we are looking forward to next year’s school show, Legally 

Blonde – the musical. 

Have a safe and restful summer. 

Mrs. Nienhuis, Ms. Krekeler, Mr. Harkness, Mr. Singer 
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Dance Department  by T. Lee-Blight 

Congratulations to our ballet teacher Tanya Stewart on the birth of her beautiful new baby girl, Audrey. 

We wish the whole family love and happiness!  

 

We would like to welcome our LTO ballet teacher Ms. Sarah Williamson, to our dance department.  

 

DANCE NIGHT 2018 encompassed the artistry of many dance genres and ‘live’ accompaniment by our 

Earl Haig Choir. Thank you to our guest artists: Lisa Auguste, Stephanie Bergeron, Kendra Epik, Eddie 

Kastrau, Adele MacKenzie, Jacques Monfiston, Debbie Nicholls-Skerritt, David Norsworthy, Mateo 

Galindo Torres, and William Yong for creating beautiful choreographic works for our show.  

 

DANCE COLLECTIVE NIGHT 2018 – ECLIPSE!  The theme celebrates the magic of the sky and 

constellations that evolve and revolve around us. Congratulations go to the Dance Council under the 

direction of our President: Sophie Warlow and Vice President: Emma Nadler. 

 

Our dancers continue to shared their art of dance with our community: our grade 10’s performed at 

Canterbury Place Senior Home, Chartwell Lansing and the TDSB Excellence Award. The Grade 11’s 

performed at the TDSB Dance Festival and a small grade 12 ensemble performed with the choir at our 

Board office as a tribute to our heroes within TDSB and remembering the victims of the van attack on 

April 23rd, 2018. 

 

We would like to congratulate our dance award winners; Gr. 9 - Jamie Shapiro (Major), Philipp Smirnov 

(Elective), Gr. 10 - Yuki Wang (Major), Esther Dou (Elective), Gr. 11 - Emma Nadler (Major), Noa Egher 

and Gaby Samson (Electives), and Gr. 12 Majors:  Laiko Foroughi, Noy Vanir and Sophie Warlow 

(Majors) and Gabriela Brito Arce (Elective).  
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SCHOOL COUNCIL  by Phi Than and Susan Kenny 

The Earl Haig School Council's mandate is to represent the school’s parents and guardians to the     
Toronto District School Board, the Ministry of Education, the Ward 12 forum, Earl Haig's School Action 

Committee, and to act as an advisory body to the school administration. This year, the School Council 
was made up of 18 voting members and several volunteers.  

Our Executive Council was formed in September at the Annual General Meeting through an election 

process as outlined in the School Council constitution. Immediately after forming, the Executives     
informed the school community about the TDSB's Enhancing Equity Task Force (ETTF) draft report, 

which included a proposal to phase out specialized schools such as the Claude Watson Arts program. 
Our council formed the “Educating4Excellence” subcommittee, made up of Earl Haig staff and parents, 

parents of local schools, students, and community members concerned about the sweeping            
recommendations outlined by the ETTF.  Through the actions of our subcommittee we were able to 

mobilize the community to petition the TDSB to remove specific clauses from the recommendation and 

thus any threat to specialized programs.   

 

The school council held monthly meetings to discuss 
important issues related to our school population.  

General meetings for the school-wide community took 

place after the executive meetings. General meeting 
topics covered this year included: Tips for Success; 

University and College Night; Understanding Academic 
and Elective Course Selection; Pedestrian Safety     

Update with Councillor John Filion; Adolescent Mental 

Health with special speaker, Dr. Monidipa Ravi from Sunnybrook's Family Navigation Project; and Exam 
Preparation Tips.   

 
In additional to our monthly     

meetings, we were pleased to    
continue the tradition of supporting 

the School BBQ and Social in      

September, providing snacks and 
treats to our staff during World 

Teachers' Day in October and our 
favorite event, the Appreciation 

Breakfast in February.  

Lastly, we are very pleased and relieved to report that after 
many years of working with local government and City staff, the 

crosswalk at Doris and Princess avenues has been approved. The 
traffic lights at the Doris and Princess crosswalk will be installed 

within the next two years. As well, a new Stop sign has been 
approved to be installed, within the next few months, at Princess 

and Kenneth avenues, at the front entrance of the school. 

We would not be able to achieve half the accomplishments of 
the past year without the wonderful supportive of our Principal 

and Vice Principals, the office staff, the guidance department, 
teachers, caretaking staff, and the many parents who volunteer their time and generously shared their 

expertise. A huge Thank You to all of you! 

We wish the graduating class of 2018 every success in their future endeavours. Have a safe and     

enjoyable summer everyone! 

  Drawing by a TDSB parent 



18  

 

Technological Studies by K. Davis 

It’s been another fantastic and productive year in the Tech & Computers department. 

EHSS welcomed Dudley Williams, Mohammed Saleem and Ryan Poling to the tech team, as well as    

Ms. Salvatore’s return to culinary arts. 

Computer Studies reached above & beyond coding and electronics, teaching students computational 
thinking to be applied in any field of study and student interest. This approach brought great results. 

 

In February 2018, Tony Xu, Brendan Wu, Soroush Khoubyarian, Bamdad Sahraei, Amirreza      
Moghaddam joined "Hack 4 Child Mental Health" hackerthon organized by TMX Group and Blockchain 

Learning Group . They were the only high school group among top notch industry and academia data 
scientists and were recognized by organizers as the 4th place winners and received job offers right on 

the spot. The organizers were so impressed by students that the CEO of Blockchain Learning 
Group  visited our school to see students and the school where they came from. 

 

In March, five teams of students from grades 10 to 12 each took part in the unique Big Data Challenge 
for High School Students under the patronage of UNESCO. They talked Open Data to find solutions for 

the UN Sustainable Development Goals in the competition titled Think Global Act Local with Big Data. 
The team of Tony Xu and Shayan Khalili advanced to the national finals and received an Analytics 

Award from SAS and invitation to a TFC Game to watch it with corporate executives. 

 
In May, the student team of grade 11 and 12 students which included; Shayan Khalili, Aranya         

Nagar, James Kosic, Rishabh Jain, Andre Cao and Michael Cheung traveled to Fredericton NB for the 
first Canadian Cyber Security competition organized by the Information Communication Sector Council 

and became the National Champions.   

 
Congratulations to our entire computer studies department and students for all of your success this 

year. 
 

The Technology department also saw an abundance of activity and accolades. 
 
 

EHSS Tech department celebrates Canada 150 & Winter Olympics 
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Technological Studies continued……. 
 
At this year’s Technological Skills competitions, EHSS saw entrants in a variety of 

disciplines.  Michael Cheung and Hayden Prince were awarded silver in Video    
Production at the quadrant finals.  Nate Hui competed in Hospitality Cooking at 

the city finals.  Melinda Hsu competed in Graphic Presentation at both the city and 

provincial stages,   garnering silver at the cities and placing sixth in the province at 
the Ontario competition.  Also, in Hospitality Baking, Rowan Banavage place gold 

in the city finals and placed fourth in the province at the OTSC – the highest   
ranking for an EHSS baking competitor ever.  Congratulations and felicitations to 

all of the students. 

 
Haig Tech was pleased to partner with Me To We in the first ever Admin vs      

Culinary cook-off.  Students and staff were able to sample several dishes whipped 
up by Mr. Sukhram, Mr. Greisz, Mr. Carayanis and Ms. Salvatore, raising funds for 

a great cause. 
 

Tech continues to be busy building skills and experience across disciplines.  From 

boat building and designing homes to catering for the masses and designing    
promotional materials for various Haig events the Technology department       

continues to challenge students and bring them ‘real world’ proficiencies. 
 

Thank you to all our department members – Sacha Noukhovitch, Mohammed Saleem, Ryan Poling, April Salvatore, 

Dudley Williams, Spiros Carayanis, Boris Pesa, Marco Parisella, Lorraine Coughlan & Kirk Davis for you dedication, 
hard work and student support throughout the year.   

 

The department would like to thank our students for another great year and we welcome seeing you all in class 

again next year! 

 

Multicultural Council  by Ellen Webber & Julie Zhou 

This year, the Multicultural Council continued its efforts in 
showcasing the diversity that exists in our school, and         

supporting the ELL population of Earl Haig. In the fall, in      

collaboration with the ESL department and settlement workers, 
we held a Parent Information Night for parents of ESL students. 

We also continued our tradition of the  annual ESL Speech 
Competition, where students competed both with their peers 

here at Haig, and with students from across the TDSB. 

In the spring, Earl Haig students enthusiastically participated in 

and enjoyed the events of Multicultural Week. The highlights of 

the week included the Multicultural Assembly, which allowed 
students the opportunity to demonstrate the artistry of their 

cultures through song, dance, and even martial arts. As well, 
the eagerly anticipated Multicultural Lunch brought a       

mouthwatering array of foods from around the world. The    

cafeteria bustled with happy music, dancing and laughter. We 
raised $1200 this year to donate to Dixon Hall, a Toronto-based 

youth group.  

 

Thank you to everyone who made this great year possible. Stay tuned for more spectacular events next year! 

President and Vice-President of Multicultural Council          

announcing performers for the Multicultural Assembly 

Admin gets ready to battle it out in the 
Me To We Cook-off 



20  

 

Guidance News by C. Zaghikian 

2017-2018 was another productive and successful year for the Earl Haig Guidance Department.  Ms. Carrie Leung 

joined our team this year as our Office Administrator, and we want to thank her for all her hard work. We also want to 

thank Ms. Linda MacMullin and Ms. Joanne Shaw for helping us out and making sure that our office was running 

smoothly. And of course a big thank you to all our counsellors and support workers who worked tirelessly to support 

our students with their academic and personal needs. 

 

Awards, Achievements and Grads: 

This year, almost 500 graduates celebrated their accomplishments on May 29th at our Awards Assembly. On June 

27th, our grads once again had the privilege of receiving their diplomas on the prestigious stage of Convocation Hall at 

the University of Toronto, St. George campus. We congratulate all of our graduates, recognizing the individuality of 

each student, and wishing them every success in their future endeavors at university, college, apprenticeship or in the 

workplace. 

We also celebrated the achievements of our grade 9, 10 and 11 students during our Award Assembly on May 30 th. We 

are proud of all of their accomplishments, as they get one step closer to graduation.  

 

Mental Health and Wellness: 

At Earl Haig, we continue to place great importance on mental wellness, as we strive to promote self-care, balance, 

and reflection in all aspects of school life. We want to thank Mr. Lawrence and the COPE group for continuing to    

promote mental wellness and educating students on mental health issues. They worked hard on creating opportunities 

for students to learn how to manage stress, balance their needs, and offer encouragement to their peers. They     

accomplished all this through many fun and informative events, including morning coloring, stress ball making, mental 

health walks, Mindful Monday minutes, the DREAM project, and participating in and hosting the Mental Health     

Summit, just to name a few. We look forward to next year where we can continue working on and enhance this    

important initiative. 

 

For grade 9, 10, 11 and 12 students who are returning to Earl Haig in September 2018, please note the 

following: 

 

Summer School: 

Students completing TDSB summer school courses will have their transcripts automatically updated. Students taking 

courses with all other boards/programs outside of TDSB (i.e. TCDSB, YRDSB, private schools, overseas programs) 

must bring in report cards in September so transcripts can be updated.  
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Timetable Changes: 

Guidance counsellors will be available on the following dates for course changes: Tuesday, August 28th 

for grade 11/12 students, Wednesday, August 29th for grade 9/10 students. As well, guidance 

counselors will be making appointments, by alpha, at 3:45pm, on the following dates: Tuesday, 

September 4th for grade 9/12 students; Wednesday, September 5th for grade 11 students; Thursday, 

September 6th for grade 10 students.  

Please note that timetable changes will be made at this point only if a change is warranted. 

 

University/College Applications: 

Graduating students moving on to post-secondary pathways will be getting all the information they 

need for their next steps, beginning in September. We will be hosting two University/College Fairs for 

our graduating students: the GTA University/College Fair will take place in the cafeteria on Wednesday, 

October 17th; the non-GTA University/College Fair will take place in the cafeteria on Wednesday, 

November 21st. A lot more information is to come on the application process, but if you want to look 

ahead, you can visit www.electronicinfo.ca for university programs and scholarships, www.ouac.on.ca 

for university applications, and www.ontariocolleges.ca  for college applications. 

 

Guidance Information: 

As always, we would like to remind students that they can get up to date Guidance information from 

the following sources:  

Guidance News posted weekly during the year on the Guidance Page at Earlhaig.ca 

Like us on our Facebook Page 

Follow us on Twitter using #EHGuidance 

 

Happy Summer: 

We would like to wish all of our students and their families a safe and enjoyable summer holiday. Make 

sure you get out there, enjoy the outdoors, stay active, and try something new. We look forward to 

seeing you in September. 

 

 

Best Regards: Ms. Leo, Ms. Leung, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Low,        

Mr. Panagopoulos, Mr. Pascua, Ms. Shaw, and Ms. Zaghikian! 

 

 

http://www.electronicinfo.ca
http://www.ouac.on.ca
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca
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Important Dates for 2018-2019 

Aug. 28-10:00-11:30 am  Gr. 11 Timetable pick up 

Aug. 28- 1:30-3:00 pm    Gr. 12 Timetable pick   

Aug. 29- 9:00 am            Gr. 9 Links Assembly 

Aug. 29- 9:00-11:00 am   Gr. 9 Timetable pick up 

Aug. 29 1:30-3:00 pm     Gr. 10 Timetable pick up 

(Timetable pick up in small gym) 

 

Sept. 4/18 First Day of School 

Oct. 5/18 PA Day 

Oct. 8/18 Thanksgiving Day 

Nov. 16/18 PA Day 

Dec. 7/18 PA Day 

Dec. 24-Jan. 4 Holiday Break 

Feb. 1/19 Semester 2 Courses Begin 

Feb 15/19 PA Day 

Feb. 18/19 Family Day 

Mar. 11-15/19 March Break 

Apr. 19/19 Good Friday 

Apr. 22/19 Easter Monday 

May 21019 Victoria Day 

June 27-28/19 PA Days 

June 28/19 End of Academic Year 

 

Exam Dates: 

Jan. 14&15/19 Semester 1 courses &  

  Gr. 12 English/Math 

June 11-20/19 Final Exams 

 

Report Card Distributions: 

Nov. 22/18 First Report Cards 

Feb. 07/19 Semester Course Report Cards 

Apr. 18/19 Second Report Cards 

June 28/19 Final Report Cards 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews: 

Nov. 29/18 10:00-Noon, 1-4 pm, 6-8pm 

Feb. 14/19 10:00-Noon, 1-4 pm, 6-8pm 

Parent School Council:  

Sept. 18/18 AGM 7:30 pm in cafeteria 

Sept. 24/18 Parent Info Evening  

  5:30-6:30 pm Social 

  6:30-8:00 pm Curriculum 

Student Activity Council 2018-2019 

President: Michael Samoilov 

Vice President: Ivy Deng 

Arts Representative: Demetre Mazomenos  

Athletic Representative: Rachel Chow   

Clubs and Funds Rep: Vanathi Anpalagan 

SOPSS Representative: Noa Egher 

Junior Mayor: Jamie Shapiro   

Social Representative: Gloria Han 

Treasurer: Sammi Shen     

Multicultural Representative: Anna Zhang  

Media Master: Ellie Sorger 

ECO Representative: Maia Knight 

Stage Crew: Noreen Heider  

Outreach Coordinator: Tania Pardazi 

 
Leadership Collective 2018-2019 
 

Director: Vyoma Fadia        

Assistant Director: Raewyn Tsai 

Administrative Coordinator: Raymond Li 

Administrative Assistant: Fieruz Mobarak      

Administrative Assistant: Valerie Lin 

Events Coordinator: Michael Watson 

Events Assistant: Kristen Cho 

Events Assistant: Michael Em 

Promotions Coordinator: Frank Huang 

Promotions Assistant: Erica Eng 

Programs Coordinator: Flora Huang 

Programs Assistant: Rachel Chang 

Programs Assistant: Katherine Chen 

Special Projects Coordinator: Sharon Zheng 

Special Projects Assistant: Scott Ho 

Special Projects Assistant: Sookeong Cho 

 


