Othello

Important Quotations from Act I
Note the significance of the following quotations in terms of setting, plot, theme, or character.

	Were I the Moor, I would not be Iago:
In following him, I follow but myself;
Heaven is my judge, not I for love and duty,
But seeming so, for my peculiar end:
For when my outward action doth demonstrate
The native act and figure of my heart
In compliment extern, 'tis not long after
But I will wear my heart upon my sleeve
For daws to peck at: I am not what I am. 

Iago (I, i, 54 – 62)
	

	Even now, now, very now, an old black ram
Is topping your white ewe. 
Iago (I, i, 85 – 86)
	

	have your daughter covered with a Barbary horse;
you'll have your nephews neigh to you; you'll have
coursers for cousins and gennets for germans. 

Iago (I, i, 108 – 111)
	

	Fathers, from hence trust not your daughters' minds
By what you see them act. Is there not charms
By which the property of youth and maidhood
May be abused? 

Brabantio (I, i, 167 – 170)
	

	Look to her, Moor, if thou hast eyes to see:
She has deceived her father, and may thee. 

Brabantio (I, iii, 287 – 288)
	

	And, noble signior,
If virtue no delighted beauty lack,
Your son-in-law is far more fair than black.
Duke (I, iii, 283 – 285)
	


